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SATURDAY, OCTOBER 23rd
3:00 pm
EAU GALLIE PUBLIC LIBRARY
Mask wearing encouraged

"Brevard Archaeology - From Mammoths to Missiles."
The story of man researching evidence of his forebearers.

A Presentation by Bob Gross

BOB AT WORK “in the dirt”
For our first SBHS program since January 2020, we proudly present archaeologist and historian,
Bob Gross. Bob grew up in Brevard County. His love of archaeology began at the age of nine and as a
young man, he worked on excavation at the South Indian Field in Malabar. He earned his degree at
Gainesville in archaeology and anthropology. Bob served as chairman of the Brevard County Historical
Commission, president of the Indian River Chapter of the Florida Anthropological Society and is a
founding member of the South Brevard Historical Society.

*IF, FOR HEALTH AND SAFETY REASONS, THIS PRESENTATION MUST BE CANCELLED, YOU WILL BE
NOTIFIED VIA AN E-ALERT PLUS IT WILL BE POSTED ON OUR WEBSITE:

southbrevardhistory.org.

The SBHS returns to the Fee Avenue Public Library!
NOVEMBER 13

3:00 PM

“BREVARDIANS OF YESTERYEAR“
a presentation by Barbara Arthur

DECEMBER 11th

3:00 PM

“SHARING THINGS”
presented by members of the SBHS
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DEAR MEMBERS AND FRIENDS
I often ask myself “what can I do to make the world a better place?” I’m not an egomaniac and don’t
really mean the WHOLE WORLD, simply the little corner in which I live….even within my own family.
That led me to think about “what will historians one hundred years from now write about this time of pandemic
and political unrest”? I’d like to take the high road and believe that something inspiring happens that changes
and improves the future of human lives around the globe. Alternatively, will the story be that humans enjoyed
being miserable and extinction is imminant. Will there be historians in one hundrend years?
I challenge you to imagine yourself a historian in the year 2121. What would you like to be writing
about this time and the century that followed? What can WE do now to make the coming century one of social,
political and technological success?
Thanks to SBHS Board members continuing to do their jobs we are on track with usual organization
requirements. Program Chair, Barbara Arthur, has had several programs lined up and ready for an audience.
Work on the Collection has continued with Diane Newman working on the “documents/photos/publications and
Kathi Harbaugh working on the textiles. We had several discussion sessions about how to improve the
organization and ideas for programs and activities. We’ll be able to RESUME not RESTART.
We look forward to seeing you at the October 23rd program meeting. The outlook for a safe meeting
looks good if we all continue to do our part to protect ourselves as well as others. Bob Gross, a founding
member of the SBHS, will always fascinate with his deep knowledge of Brevard archaeology as well as history.

Stay Well Everyone!…Carol
Carol Andren, President SBHS

THINGS TO DO
GO TO:

GREEN GABLES
The House on Foggy Bluff …..GHOST WALK
Are you brave enough to walk through a haunted forest , maze, cemetery and the amazing House on
Foggy Bluff? This event must not be missed!

2 weekends- Oct. 22-24, & Oct. 29-31
8-midnight (last group admitted at 11:30pm).
Limited tickets on sale NOW.
To order tickets go to: https://greengables.org/
The Historic ROSSETTER HOUSE
October 6th Reopening Date
Tours by reservation Wednesday – Saturday at 10 AM, 12 PM, 2 PM
Call 321-254-9855
1320 Highland Avenue in the Eau Gallie area of Melbourne
Please Note: masks and social distancing are required.
For the history and other information about the house go to:
https://rossetterhousemuseum.org/welcome
2

READ:

KILLING MR. WATSON
By Peter Matthiessen

On October 24, 1910 at Smallwood's Trading Post in Chokoloskee, FL just after a devastating
Category 4 hurricane had hit Southwest Florida, men, who had gathered near the store to weather
out the storm, killed Mr Edgar J Watson. This is an historical event. But this book is not exactly nonfiction. It is written as “a fictionalized oral history”. The people/characters whose “oral histories” are
quoted were real people who really lived in the pioneer Florida. This may not be a non-fiction
account. But in writing this book, Peter Matthiessen has chronicled a true account of what life was like
in the Ten Thousand Islands in turn of the 20th century.
As each person/character gives his account of what led to the killing, we learn the details of
their lives. The “oral histories” are written in their language patterns, slow and repetitive as people do
when giving oral histories. They are talking to us. Matthiessen does not shy away from the
unpleasant and often brutal attitudes and beliefs of these people. What was it like to try a make a
living from a small plot of land on a shell mound? What was it like after plume hunter left young
orphaned birds to their predators? How do you survive a deadly major hurricane when there is very
little high ground and houses are nothing but wood and grass shacks? How do you and your family
survive when the “social culture” of your place and times is steeped in ethnic and class distinction?
This is not a “boy and his fawn” story. But its insights into later times in Florida's history are
invaluable. Much of what Florida has become is foreshadowed by these times.
One line of this book really hit me like no other part of the book. Matthiessen wrote this book in 1990.
But in his “oral history”, the character Bill House says "But the truth don't count for much after all
these years, cause folks hang on to what it suits 'em to believe and won't let go of it."
The Smallwood's Trading Post still exists and is on the National Registry of Historic Places. But
developers have bulldozed the road to the site. Our Bob Gross has been there.
You can easily get this book from the Brevard Public Library system as well Amazon.
Web Sites to Explore
The Smallwood Store
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ted_Smallwood_Store
https://www.atlasobscura.com/places/ted-smallwood-store
The 1910 Hurricane
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1910_Cuba_hurricane
More info on the book and other reviews
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/248623.Killing_Mister_Watson
Contributed by KATHI HARBAUGH
The South Brevard Historical Society, Inc., is a non-profit corporation and an IRS 501 (C) 3 organization. All contributions are taxdeductible by limits of law. A copy of the official registration and financial information may be obtained from the Florida Division of
Consumer Services by calling 1-8OO-HELP FLA. P.O. Box 1064, Melbourne, Florida, 32902-1064

Visit us on:
www.southbrevardhistory.org
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8HAaqqBGAbz_GHMC3TZe-Q
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FROM THE SBHS POSTCARD COLLECTION
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