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A FISH TALE
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540 E. Fee Avenue, Melbourne
A Presentation by

_________________________________

Membership Levels:
___Individual
$20.00
___Family/Library
25.00
___Senior (age 65) 10.00
___Student
10.00
___Business
50.00
___Lifetime
250.00
Donation
________
Please make checks payable to
South Brevard Historical Society and
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Terry O’Toole
Park Services Specialist of the
Sebastian Inlet State Park
and

Sandi Marino
Volunteer Museum Guide
Sebastian Fishing Museum

photo courtesy of the Museum

By the beginning of the Twentieth Century commercial fishing was playing
a major role in the communities along the Indian River Lagoon. The opening of
the railroad had expanded the market and opportunities to earn a living off the
water. Sport fishing and tourism have played a major part as well.
Our program will explore the early fishing industry of the Sebastian area
and how it helped make Sebastian what it is today. Much of our view will be
through the stories of three of Sebastian’s earliest families that operated fish
houses: Judah, Sembler and Smith.
If you are a fishing fan or a history buff, you’ll enjoy the “tales” of the
Indian River Lagoon and families who are still part of our community.
The program will be preceded by a brief annual business meeting.
More on the museum and our presenters inside.

DEAR MEMBERS AND FRIENDS....
It appears to me that history is
becoming an increasingly popular topic
for public programming. We of the
SBHS have known all along that history
is not only interesting, it is meaningful
to our community as well.
The question that occurs to me is
“how can the SBHS cultivate, create and
present significant programs as a part of
our mission?” I suspect that part of the
answer is …”we continue to present
programming that taps the original
sources of information such as we did
with the June program on Radiation
and last month’s presentation of the Mel
High Class of ’53”. Those programs
educated new residents and may have
answered a few questions some oldtimers wondered about for a few years.
Through our programs we can take
the time to examine special places or
subjects of interest. With our January
program we’ll have examined the area
of very South Brevard and a bit beyond
with our programming on Fellsmere
and Sebastian. The tales of the fishing
industry
reveal
personalities,
technology, politics and the challenges of
everyday life around the turn of the
Nineteenth Century.
I am always
intrigued by their stories because it
always mystifies me why anyone would
settle here before the invention of air
conditioning.
PLEASE JOIN US ON THE 12TH FOR
ANOTHER GREAT STORY AND PERHAPS A
FEW SURPRISES.

Carol Andren
SBHS President (725-4115)
PS…We’ll have a brief business meeting so
please refer to your December Newsletter for
our Proposed Budget and the Nominating
Committee Report.

SBHS CALENDAR
Melbourne Public Library
540 E. Fee Avenue, Melbourne
Saturday, February 9th 3 pm
Dr. Ben Brotemarkle
“Spanish Exploration and Colonization of Florida
Saturday, March 9th 3pm
Karen Raley
“Melbourne, Then and Now”

Around Brevard
Beginning Sunday, January 13th.
The Franklin DeGroodt Memorial Library will present a series of
programs entitled “A Florida Remembered” For the schedule
and list of topics go to:
http://www.brevardcounty.us/PublicLibraries/Branches/Franklin
Degroodt/Home
INDIALANTIC SURFING RETRO

Sunday, January 20th
1-4pm
Indialantic Town Hall
Reminisce with famed local surfers including Dick Catri, Mike
Mann, and Sam Gornto plus a display of vintage boards, surfing
art, photos and memorabilia. Presented by the Indialantic
Heritage Committee.

COULDN’T RESIST………
SHARING THIS
CHARMING “FISHING”
PHOTO FROM THE
1890’s I FOUND IN
THE FLORIDA STATE
ARCHIVE.

About our Presenters……..
Park Ranger Terry O’Toole has a life long interest in nature and the outdoors. He majored in
parks and recreation in college and today is responsible for the operations of the Fishing
Museum and management of the Park’s extensive volunteer program. He routinely shares his
interest through programs and park wildlife tours.
Sandi Marino is a member of the extraordinary group of volunteers, Friends of Sebastian Inlet
State Park, who raise money to support Park projects, volunteer at the Fishing and Treasure
Museums and help with Park activities. Sandi, a knowledgeable museum guide, is especially
talented with her iPad and has prepared a new power point presentation to be premiered at our
January meeting.

Visit the Sebastian Inlet State Park & MUSEUMS
If you haven’t explored the Park I urge you to go for the day. It’s easily what I consider “a day
away” and so very close to home.
For an overview and guide to the park, go to:
http://www.floridastateparks.org/sebastianinlet/aboutthepark.cfm
Birding, fishing, surfing, swimming, sunning, hiking, history, lunching and munching, diving,
camping…..Sebastian Inlet Park has it all. For a video of the park and birding guide go to:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SqR6S03-cp4 for a video created by members of the Pelican
Island Audubon Society.
The Fishing Museum is filled with well arranged exhibits of fishing artifacts and photos that
visually depict the lives of those who lived off the bounty of the Indian River Lagoon. If you’re
not a fishing fan you’ll find some aspect of the museum fascinating. Perhaps it will be the
artistry of lures or the design of reels or the natural artifacts of the lagoon or the display of
photos that dramatically depict the drama of the everyday lives of fishermen and their families.
Their stories are equal to those we read of in our favorite books. There’s an informative video
and of course, a gift shop.
Also in the Park is the popular McLarty Treasure Museum with exhibits and artifacts from 1715
Spanish Plate Fleet and later salvage operations. Original artifacts include treasure and ships
gear. An informative video featuring local treasure personalities is available and a gift shop as
well.

It’s titled People Fishing/
Orlando Florida 1890’s
but it could have happened
here.

To access other great historic photos go to:

http://www.floridamemory.com

The SBHS thanks AAA Malabar Mini-Storage, located across the street from the Malabar Town Hall, for their
generous donation of air-conditioned secure storage for the Society’s collections and archives.

Commercial fishermen on the Indian River Lagoon

