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Florida Historical Society
Please join us as Ben DiBiase of the Florida Historical Society presents War Journals of the Second
Seminole War. First hand details of the battle, and life during this period have been recorded in dozens of
letters and journals from the Seminole Wars, including the journal of Jacob Motte, a U.S. Surgeon stationed
in Florida.
The Second Seminole War (1835-1842) began when the U.S. Army arrived in 1835 to enforce the Treaty of
Payne’s Landing. This treaty, signed in 1832, required the Seminole Indians to give up their Florida lands
within three years and move west. By 1835, although some Indians had moved west of the Mississippi,
others stayed and prepared to fight. Called “the fiercest war waged by the U.S. Government against
American Indians” by 1842 approximately 1,600 soldiers and an unknown number of Seminoles (as they
usually carried away their dead and wounded) had been killed.
Mr. DiBiase’s presentation will give an account of what life was like during this time. In 1821 Spain ceded
Florida to the United States and Americans continued to travel here to settle, but conflicts with the
Seminoles, who had called this place their own for thousands of years, continued to rise.
Our speaker, Ben DiBiase, is the Director of Educational Resources for the Florida Historical Society. A
graduate of the University of Central Florida, Ben has been with FHS for more than four years. Along with
his responsibilities as Director, Ben also was the editor for the first English translation of French Florida: A
Narrative Based on the Earliest Accounts of the French Presence in Florida by Charles de La Ronciere,
published by the Florida Historical Society Press.

______

DEAR MEMBERS AND FRIENDS,
This will be a working summer for a few
SBHS members. We will be busy with the SBHS
collections developing exhibits for display in our
local libraries, Chamber of Commerce Building
and at several well-populated businesses. We will
also be extending the Society’s mission into local
4th grade classrooms this Fall. Over the next 6
months, three Traveling History Trunks will be
assembled to serve as a supplemental educational
resource for schoolchildren unable to visit
historical exhibits at local museums and libraries.
Tailored for the 4th grade in support of the
Florida history curriculum presented to these
students, teachers can use the trunks to engage
students in object-based learning.
Last December, SBHS began to plan for the
development of Traveling History Trunks. In
addition to the internal budget allocation,
funding for this project was made possible
through a generous $500 sponsorship from the
local Philip Perry Chapter, National Society
Daughters of the American Revolution. And
through an invitation from the Philip Perry
Chapter, we applied for a grant in December,
2014 from the National Society Daughters of the
American Revolution (NSDAR). Fast forward to
April 22, 2015 when SBHS was notified by
NSDAR that we had been awarded the $500
grant. We are thrilled to be receiving such
generous donations from the local and national
DAR organizations. We realize that our grant is
just one of many that they made make
throughout the year to preserve our nation’s
history. We are proud to have been chosen.
Whether it’s a new place to visit, seeing
something new in an old familiar place or just
reading about a another time and place, I hope
your journeys this summer are exciting.
I look forward to seeing you at our next meeting.
Don Jennings, President 2015 – 2016
Donaldjennings.fl45@gmail

UPCOMING SBHS PROGRAMS

DAR HISTORIC PRESERVATION
MEDAL AWARDED TO ANN DOWNING

GREEN GABLES
UPDATE

July and August – Summer Break

September 13, 2015
In Quest of the Priceless Jewels of the Queen
of Spain

The Green Gables at Historic
Riverview Village, Inc. organization is
busy working on events and
opportunities to preserve this local
treasure.

Presented by Robert Marx, Underwater Archaeologist
The history of the 1715 Spanish fleet lost off the Coast
of Brevard County.

October 10, 2015
Van Eeghen Murders

3:00 P.M.

Presented by Ann Flotte. On the morning of
December 9, 1955 the residents of tiny Melbourne
awoke to the news of a brutal murder the night
before. Learn why this story continues to remain a
mystery after 60 years and still baffles and
fascinates to this day.
Programs are free and held the second Saturday of each month
(except during July and August summer break)
at the Fee Avenue Melbourne Public Library
540 E. Fee Avenue, Melbourne, Florida

AROUND BREVARD
THIS SUMMER

Friday, July 17, 2015
Art Calusa Exhibit Opening

6:00-7:30 PM

Features paintings, works on paper and etched glass by
Florida artists. A gorgeous collection of pieces that as a
whole tell the story of Florida’s first inhabitants.
Wine and cheese reception, $25 per person.
Brevard Museum of History and Natural Science
2201 Michigan Avenue, Cocoa
Call 321.690.1971 Ext. 205

Ann Downing Receives DAR National Historic Preservation Medal

The Commodore John Barry Chapter is pleased to
announce that Ann Downing, resident of Melbourne Beach,
has been awarded the DAR National Historic Preservation
medal. The purpose of this prestigious medal is to recognize
and honor a person who has done extraordinary work over
a long period of time. Ann was chosen, as she has been a
long standing champion to the Melbourne History Board, is
an active member of the Historic Preservation and
Awareness Board and is also a long standing member of the
South Brevard Historical Society.
Ann Downing has written, directed and produced a
children’s history play performed at Melbourne Beach
Founders Day and videotaped interviews with long-time
residents in order to document the Town’s history from
those who have experienced it. The chapter raised money at
their first annual tea party to save the VHS format of those
interviews from time and transferred them to DVD’s.
Copies are located at the Old Town Hall, Melbourne beach
library, and the Florida State History center. “It is a great
pleasure to recognized and award the dedication of
community member Ann Downing”, states Betty Jo

Green, Historic Preservation Committee State Chair.

To ensure you receive the latest
updates on Green Gables news you
may email Carol Andren at
history@andren.com or call her at
321.725.4115 to be added to the
contact list.

DID YOU KNOW???
In February 1915, Fellsmere citizens
incorporated as a town and included a
provision allowing women voting
rights.
In June 1915 Fellsmere became the
first city in Florida where a woman
could vote, five years before the 19th
Amendment was signed into law.
Zena M. Dreier became the first
woman to cast a ballot south of the
Mason-Dixon Line. A marker on
North Broadway Street touts that
achievement and proclaims Fellsmere
“Birthplace for Equal Suffrage for
Women in Florida”.
Source: Britt Kennerly, Florida Today

The SBHS thanks AAA Malabar Mini-Storage, located across the street from the Malabar Town Hall, for their generous donation
of air-conditioned secure storage for the Society’s collections and archives.
We also wish to thank Y. (Rusty) Rutstein, SBHS member and owner of A Better Copy/Applied Graphics,
located at 102 East New Haven Avenue, for providing discounted printing services for the newsletter.

