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Antique skirt & blouse

1897 Anatomy book

Medical bag

The cobwebs have been cleared, the dust removed and the treasures sorted through. For the first
time in many years the South Brevard Historical Society will present an array of collectibles and
memorabilia from its archival collection. As an interactive exhibit, you will be able to see items up
close and personal with a docent on hand to discuss the objects with you.
Pieces on display will range from what was once an everyday item to unusual things you may have
never before seen. A marvelous collection of cameras will be presented, along with antique
clothing, agricultural implements, a kaleidoscope and household items including a wind-up
phonograph - most from the Melbourne area. Even the operating table that once belonged to Eau
Gallie’s first physician, Dr. W.J. Creel, will be on display! A table dedicated to old Melbourne High
memorabilia will be presented. And you won’t want to miss Ed Vosatka’s array of items from the
1919 Great Melbourne Fire.
Please join us for an entertaining afternoon viewing the many wonderful pieces the SBHS has
collected over the years, and lovingly stored for posterity.

______

DEAR MEMBERS AND
FRIENDS,
Almost every month items from the SBHS
collection are being displayed somewhere in
Brevard County, providing the observer a bit of
Brevard history.
This month’s program is an example of one of
the SBHS’s main goals to provide a “perspective
from the past” making available exhibits
displaying items from the late 19th and early 20th
centuries. Each display gives the observer a look
at the culture of the specific time period. By
seeing the items in use during that period (tools,
cookware, and household items, etc.) one can
start to piece together how people interacted
with one another. A SBHS member will be
available at each table encouraging you to do
more than just look at the items; they will
encourage you to consider each item’s story and
help you realize why these objects are such
valuable tools for exploring the past.
Even as Brevard continues to grow, reminders of
its past are all around us and we must do our best
to make the history of these places more
available. This past month the story of a former
Rockledge citizen, George Pluckebaum, was
mentioned in the local news because of an effort
to rename the road that currently bears his name.
Residents of Rockledge, and the granddaughter
of the street's namesake, were successful in their
appeal to the Rockledge City Council to retain
the Pluckebaum Road name. Although history
was not the only reason for this appeal, the name
of many of our roads are reminders of the
families that settled the area many years ago, and
their stories make up our history as a County.
We as a Society should do our best to save and
retell those stories.

UPCOMING SBHS PROGRAMS
June 13, 2015
3:00 PM
War Journals of the Second Seminole War
Presented by Ben DiBiase, Florida Historical Society

JULY AND AUGUST - SUMMER BREAK
Programs are held the second Saturday of each month
Fee Avenue Melbourne Public Library
540 E. Fee Avenue, Melbourne, Florida

AROUND BREVARD
Month of May 2015

Ed Vosatka’s Display – The 1919 Great Melbourne Fire

Artifacts, photographs, maps and news articles tell the story of
the great fire which completely destroyed downtown
Melbourne in under two hours on February 18, 1919.
Fee Avenue Melbourne Public Library
540 E. Fee Avenue, Melbourne

May 22-24, 2015

Florida Historical Society Annual Meeting & Symposium
Subjects, Citizens, and Civil Rights: 450 Years of Florida
History. Celebrating the 450th anniversary of the founding of
St. Augustine by Don Pedro Menendez De Aviles in 1565.
Renaissance World Golf Village Resort, St. Augustine, Florida
For registration and fee information:
www.myfloridahistory.org or 321.690.1971
Wednesday, May 27, 2015

6:30 PM

Pre-Columbian Voyages to America – Free Lecture

Sir Robert Marx, renowned underwater archeologist and deepsea explorer, discusses the growing body of evidence
indicating Columbus was a “Johnny-come-lately” to the new
world.
Florida Institute of Technology
Gleason Performing Arts Center
150 W. University Blvd., Melbourne
For more information: Donna Cassario 321.674.6152

Nearly 120 years ago William T. Wells, a successful northern industrialist and Nora Stanford Wells, niece
of Leland Stanford, built their home in Melbourne Florida. Some historical accounts tell us they built the house as
a winter home because of Nora’s health for which they sought a gentler winter climate. Their dedication and
contributions to this Florida community went far beyond those of part-time residents. And so it is appropriate that
their home could become the iconic tribute to those who settled here and built the community…..including the
community of the Ais.
It has been almost one year since the story that a demolition permit for Green Gables had been applied for
hit the front pages of Florida Today. 400,000 on-line readers clicked on the article in addition to the many of us
who read about it in our old fashioned newspapers. It served as a warning that another significant historic structure
faced the “dozer”.
At last, Green Gables at Historic Riverview Village, the organization founded to support historic
preservation and save the Wells House, announces:
 A Memorandum of Agreement has been signed by the heirs/owners. The agreement sets a
target date for purchase and enables the organization to proceed with a capital campaign to raise
funds for purchase.
 A newsletter will go out to all who signed up for information and to volunteer. Task groups will
be formed. There is already a group of volunteers who have been working to protect and secure
the house.
 An active capital fundraising campaign with a goal of raising $400,000 by June 1, 2016 is
underway. Reaching that goal will ensure matching funds for a state grant to help purchase the
property.
 Work is already underway to meet other requirements for that state grant.
 A consultant will assist in upgrading the website and develop materials that describe and
promote the project.
Consider : If the over 400,000 Florida Today readers responding to the “demo permit” story each donated
one dollar…..the June 1, 2016 fund raising goal would be met. More details of this very special challenge
will follow in the next update.
MOSQUITO SOUP STILL AVAILABLE
Weona Cleveland’s popular book Mosquito Soup will be available for purchase at the next meeting of the South Brevard
Historical Society on May 9th. The book is a collection of Ms. Cleveland’s published articles on Brevard County and
neighboring pioneer communities. If you haven’t picked up a copy yet, now is your chance!!

I look forward to seeing you at our next meeting.
Don Jennings
South Brevard Historical Society President, 2015-2016
donaldjennings.fl45@gmail.com

Green Gables Update
Carol Andren – President, Green Gables at Historic Riverview Village

The members of the SBHS wish to extend their sympathy
to Board Member Diane Baccus Horsley and members of
her family on the loss of her father Mark Baccus.

The SBHS thanks AAA Malabar Mini-Storage, located across the street from the Malabar Town Hall, for their generous donation of
air-conditioned secure storage for the Society’s collections and archives.
We also wish to thank Y. (Rusty) Rutstein, SBHS member and owner of A Better Copy/Applied Graphics,
located at 102 East New Haven Avenue, for providing discounted printing services for the newsletter.

